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SUBJECT: LAO SECURITY FORCES DETAIN AUSTRALIAN JOURNALIST AND 
OTHERS 

1 . LAO SECURITY FORCES ARRESTED AUSTRALIAN CITIZEN JOHN 
EVERINGHAM, CORRESPONDENT FOR "FAR EAST ECONOMIC REVIEW" AND BBC 
NIGHT OF THURSDAY, JUNE 23/FRIDAY, JUNE 24,. IT 

APPEARS THEY HAVE ALSO ARRESTED A LOCAL EMPLOYEE OF 
THE AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY WHO WAS DOING TYPING FOR 
EVERINGHAM IN HIS SPARE TIME. IT ALSO APPEARS THEY 
HAVE ARRESTED A BRITISH TEACHER, MR. R.F. ORAM AND 
HIS THAI WIFE, IN CONNECTION WITH EVERINGHAM'S ARREST. 

2. AMERICAN CITIZEN SANDRA COLLINS DELANGE, WHOSE 
DUTCH HUSBAND. DANIELD DELANGE, WORKS FOR UNDP, 

VIENTIANE, WAS DETAGRED FOR SEVERAL HOURS ON FRIDAY 
AFTERNOON. JUNE 24, WHEN SHE WENT TO EVERINGHAM'S 
HOUSE TO PICK UP PHOTOGRAPHS HE HAD MADE AT THE INTER- 
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NATIONAL SCHOOL WHERE SHE IS A TEACHER. MRS. DELANGE 
ARRIVED AT EVERINGHAM'S HOUSE TO FIND LAO SECURITY 
PERSONNEL IN POSSESSION OF THE PREMISES. THEY 
DETAINED HER AND ORDERED HER NOT TO USE THE TELE- 
PHONE. SHE ANSWERED THE TELEPHONE, HOWEVER, WHEN 
AUSTRALIAN CONSUL CALLED TO CHECK ON WHEREABOUTS OF 
LOCAL EMPLOYEE AND TOLD HIM SHE WAS DETAINED. AUSTRALIAN 
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CONSUL GOT THE WORD TO US AND UNDP REPRESENTATIVE 
FRANK HARTVELT. HARTVELT AND DANIEL DELANGE WENT TO 
EVERINGHAM'S HOUSE IN OFFICIAL CAR FLYING UN FLAG BUT 
WERE DENIED ADMISSION BY SECURITY PERSONNEL. HARTVELT 
SUBSEQUENTLY APPEALED TO SOMCHIT PHILATHIVONG, DIRECTOR 
OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND COOPERATION. MINIS- 
TRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WHO UNDERTOOK INQUIRIES. 
SUBSEQUENTLY MRS. DELANGE WAS RELEASED AFTER HAVING 
BEEN DETAINED ABOUT FOUR HOURS. SHE TOLD ME SHE HAD 
NOT BEEN MISTREATED IN ANY WAY OTHER THAN BEING 
OBLIGED TO REMAIN FOR SEVERAL HOURS IN EVERINGHAM'S 
HOUSE. IT APPEARS FROM WHAT WE KNOW NOW THAT HER 
DETENTION WAS AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE LOW LEVEL LAO 
SECURITY TYPES GUARDING THE HOUSE AND DID NOT 
REPRESENT A HIGHER LEVEL DECISION. 

3. AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR INFORMS ME EVERINGHAM IS 
CONFINED, PROBABLY IN THAT KHAO POLICE STATION, AND IS 
BEING CHARGED WITH POSSESSION OF DRUGS AND POSSESSION 
OF A GUN. WE UNDERSTAND FROM ANOTHER SOURCE THAT LAO 
SECURITY PERSONNEL RANSACKED EVERINGHAM'S FILES. 

4. COMMENT: WE HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT EVERINGHAM 
WHO HAS SPENT A LONG TIME IN LAOS AND HAS A LAO WIFE, 

WHO IS NOW IN AUSTRALIA, HAS BEEN RATHER CAREFUL IN 

HIS REPORTING NOT TO OFFEND THE LPDR BECAUSE HE WANTED 
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TO REMAIN IN LAOS WHERE HE IS THE ONLY PERMANENTLY 
BASED WESTERN CORRESPONDENT. IT IS NOT YET CLEAR 
WHETHER SOMETHING WENT WRONG WITH HIS RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE LPDR OR WHETHER HE WAS THE VICTIM OF A 
MALICIOUS DENUNCIATION BY ONE OF HIS LAO NEIGHBORS. 
CORCORAN 
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